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   RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
Feb 2008 - 
present 

Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology,  
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA 
Laboratory for Reproductive Systems - Cassandra Extavour Lab 
 
Research Student. Developmental biology of Crustaceans. 
Partially funded by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD).  
Final requirement for the diploma degree of the Freie University Berlin. 

Jul/Aug 2007 
 

Institut Jacques Monod, CNRS, Paris, France  
Department of Developmental Biology - Jean-Antoine Lepesant Group 
 
Project Student. Developmental biology of Drosophila melanogaster.  
Genetics, molecular cloning, immunohistochemistry, fluorescence microscopy. 

Oct 2006 –  
Jun 2007 
 

University Museum of Zoology Cambridge, University of Cambridge, UK 
Laboratory for Development and Evolution - Michael Akam Lab 
 
Project Student. Developmental biology of Strigamia maritima.  
Embryology, in-situ hybridisation, molecular cloning.  

2003 – 2006 
 

DFG Project Interurban: Water and Organic Matter in Anthropogenic Soils: 
Dynamics and Processes. Funded by the German Research Council (DFG),  
Berlin, Germany 
 

Research student (20 hours/month). Subproject FAUNA. 
Fieldwork: sampling of outdoor sites, soil chemistry, extraction and determination 
of mesofauna, implementation of soil respiratory experiments. 

 
TEACHING 

2004 – 2007 
 

EMPLOYER: Laboratory for Soil Zoology & Ecology, FU-Berlin, Germany 
 

POSITION: Teaching student (40 hours/month) Teaching-assistant in all basic and 
some advanced ecology practical courses of the institute. Supervision of students 
during design, realisation and analysis of ecological experiments, especially 
supporting the determination of arthropod fauna. Organization of course 
procedure. 

 
HIGHER EDUCATION 

2004-present 
 

Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 
Department of Biology/Chemistry/Pharmacy 
 
Advanced study period of biology. Diploma in Biology  
(Masters Degree equivalent) expected in December 2008. 
Main topics: systematic zoology, ecology and genetics. 

Summa cum laude in final oral examinations in Jan 2008.  
Diploma thesis in progress. 



2005-2007 
 

Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 
Department of Earth Sciences 
 
Studies in palaeontology as subsidiary subject. Final examination Nov 2007.  
Grade: 1 

Sep 2006-Mai 
2007  

University of Cambridge, UK  
Wolfson College and Department of Zoology 
 
Exchange Student (SOCRATES-ERASMUS Exchange Program). 

2002-2004 
 

Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 
Department of Biology/Chemistry/Pharmacy 
 
Basic study period of biology. Intermediate Diploma (Bachelors Degree 
equivalent). Grade: 1.2 
Maths/Statistics: 1.7; Organic Chemistry: 1; Zoology: 1; Botany: 1; Microbiology: 1.3;  
Genetics: 1.3 

Fall 2001 Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 
Department of Biology/Chemistry/Pharmacy 
 
Studies in Chemistry. 

2001 
(3 weeks) 
 

Universität Karlsruhe, Germany 
Center for distance education. 
 
Preparatory classes  Molecular Biology: Molecular Genetics and Gene expression. 

 
 

SCHOOL 
1997 – 2000 
 

Ernährungswissenschaftliches Gymnasium, Lörrach, Germany 
 
Higher School Certificate. Final overall grade: 1.7 Award for best degree of the 
year. Award from the Fund of the Chemical Industry for exceptional performance 
in chemistry. 

1987 – 1997 Elementary school and grammar school, Schopfheim, Germany 

 
Grade translation:   

German Grade  ECTS Grade (Europ Credit Transfer 
System) 

1 - 1.5 A (excellent) 

1.6 - 2.3 B  (very good) 

 
 

OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE 
2001 – 2003 
 

EMPLOYER: Ambulante Dienste e.V., Berlin, Germany 
 
POSITION: Carer (student job) support and nursing service for severely disabled 
adults 

2000 – 2001 
 

EMPLOYER: Wohnheim der Lebenshilfe Haus Schotteck, Bremen, Germany 
 
POSITION: Carer (Alternative Military Service, full time) 
health worker in residential establishment for adults with severe, multiple 
disabilities. 

 
 


